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There are so many things askew with our nation 
and our planet right now - things in desperate need 
of attention. The list is painfully long, and the 
number and scale of the problems leave most of us 
not knowing where to begin and virtually powerless 
to do anything about them. 
But when we look closely at our lists of major 

problems, one thing stands out. ALL of them have 
as their common cause an economic system based 
on extraction, consumption, and waste. Humans 
are fighting for access to limited and non-renewable 
resources that are then transformed into "goods", 
which are consumed and tossed away like so many 
disposable soda cans. Call it the "old economy" -
growth for growth's sake - an ever expanding 
global GDP without regard to consequences for the 
planet, which is the foundation for any economy. 

Humans (homo sapiens) as a species have 
inhabited Mother Earth for more than 200,000 
years. Agriculture and "civilization" constitute only 
the last 12,000 (6%) of those 200,000 years, while 
the industrial revolution occupies only the last 250. 
Scientists refer to the last 11,763 year period of 
steady, stable climate as the Holocene epoch. This 
is the period whose climatic conditions have made 
agriculture, population growth, science, modem 
medicine and technology possible. What made the 
steady state of our climate possible? A constant 
atmosphere specifically in relation to carbon. The 
upper limit of carbon in the atmosphere during the 
Holecene has been 350 parts per million (ppm). 
Today, for the first time in the planet's recent 

history, our atmosphere has exceeded 400 ppm, and 
that number is climbing fast. According to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), the world's most respected authority on 
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the subject, carbon in the atmosphere by the end of 
this century could reach 800 ppm, even as much as 
1200 ppm if current trends continue. These 
increases in carbon would drive temperatures up 
between 5 and 11 degrees centigrade. The impacts 
of such global warming are unimaginable. 
This all adds up to dire scenarios, whose causes 

can be attributed to one thing: We are calling it the 
"old economy." While each of us, in our lives, 
should be doing everything in our power to avert 
climate catastrophe, the root problems are structural 
- meaning that systemic changes are called for. 
One of the most important structural changes 
needed is a global move away fi-om a carbon-based 
(old) economy towards a renewable energy (new) 
economy. 
In that spirit, SoSTENiCA has joined the New 

Economy Coalition. We are celebrating New 
Economy Week by calling together local 
businesses, which make people (social justice), 
planet (environmental sustainabiUty), and place 
(local) a core part of their business model. The 
good news is that the "new economy" has already 
begun to emerge in the form of B-Corps, local 
CSA's, and socially conscious small businesses. 
The Divest fi-om Fossil Fuel Movement is only one 
part of a larger divestment movement that each of 
us can join. Divest from the old economy in every 
way you can. Develop a "divestment strategy". 
Work on your "divestment portfolio". Begin to 
calculate your "return on divestment." Buy local. 
Make sure that your purchases and your 
investments, wherever possible, help to strengthen 
the new economy, while withdrawing your support 
from the old economy, which is causing so much 
harm to so many. 

Alan Wright, President 



SOSTENICA and the New Economy 
This issue of the Update is dedicated to the New Economy in its many forms. Page one declares our theoretical 

framework and the motivation behind our commitment to this movement forward. Page two introduces two of 
SosteNica's heros ~ investors as well as pioneers in the New Economy movement. These are two sterling 
examples of people who have thrown themselves into the cause of people, planet, and place. Pages three and four 
take the reader to Nicaragua to see the New Economy in action, starting at the ground level. There can be no 
economy without healthy bio-regions as their ground. Our Nicaraguan staff are giving their best to that principle. 

Hildegarde Hannum 
In addition to being an investor in, and long time 

supporter of, SoSTENiCA, Hildegarde Hannum has 
many distinguished achievements to her credit. She 
is currently a member of the board of the New 
Economy Coalition (NEC) and had been on the 
board of the EF Schumacher Society since 1982. 
Hildegarde has, since their inception, been the editor 
of the annual Schumacher lectures, and is an 
outspoken proponent of new economy thinking. 

SOSTENICA recently had the privilege of 
interviewing Hildegarde and learned the following: 
She believes, first and foremost, that we all need to 

be working to restore 
democracy in this country. She 
feels that the economy, as it is 
currently configured around 
endless growth, is disruptive of 
natural and social processes. 
Instead, she and her colleagues 

envision an economy that "respects people, planet 
and place." She is excited about the New Economy 
Coalition because it is attempting to bring together 
organizations with different points of view to think 
about building a new economy. Equally important, 
the NEC is doing this work with young people, 
bringing together college students from around the 
nation to focus on the task of building a new 
economy. It hopes to alter the curricula in university 
economics departments, challenging the concept of 
unlimited economic growth on a finite planet. The 
NEC also wants to challenge the growing income 
inequality in our nation. 
Hildegarde says she was drawn to support 

SosteNica because she could see that we are working 
towards social justice and economic development for 

the people of Nicaragua. Our agenda, she says, fits 
with where we should be heading as an economy and 
as a society. She is proud to be an investor in 
SosteNica and hopes that we will celebrate what we 
are accomplishing, rather than dwelling on how 
broken the system still is. SosteNica is proud to have 
the support of investors and donors like Hildegarde, 
who work so hard for a healthy planet. 

Elizabeth Killough 
One of SOSTENICA'S many enthusiastic investore is 

the Untours Foundation, begun by Hal Taussig, and 
currently being run by Elizabeth Killough. Twenty 
years ago, Hal began the Foundation, using the 
proceeds from his company (Untours) to address 
global poverty - in part by creating jobs for 
vulnerable populations around the world. 

Elizabeth came to the Foundation from a 
community organizing 
background, having worked 
against hunger and to change 
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in the for profit sector. Then 
she met Hal, who believed that 

business could have a big impact on the world for 
good. In fact, Hal didn't believe in the nonprofit 
world, which he saw as providing mostly charity-
based band aids. In the end, they have come to 
believe that for profits and nonprofits can both be 
agents of change. 
Elizabeth says she "wants to build a new economy 

in the shell of an old economy that died a long time 
ago." Initially they tried micro-lending 
internationally and locally, making loans to small 
businesses in Chester, PA. Two of their ongoing 
projects are with the Landless Workers Movement 
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in Brazil, where the Foundation fiinds an heirloom 
seed company and a school. In 2006 Hal and 
Elizabeth started Media, PA's Fair Trade Town 
Campaign, the first in America. Today, there are 34 
Fair Trade Towns and Cities, including Milwaukee, 
Chicago, San Francisco, and Boston. Hal rode his 
bike to work every day until he was 85. Why? 
Because it was the right thing to do and because it 
was more fiin. Elizabeth describes their 
organization as a "boutique foundation", small but 
mighty. They choose projects to inspire others to 
generate livelihood and to preserve the earth. They 
hope to inspire those of us living with oversized 
ecological footprints to get our lifestyles down to a 
size that our Earth can accommodate. Hal and 
Elizabeth are excited to see the kind of 
development work that SOSTENICA does: always 
thinking about the Earth. They are impressed that 
we bring Nicaraguan community leaders to Mexico 
for sustainabiUty trainings in the cloud forest. That 
shouldn't be extraordinary, but it IS extraordinary. 
They wanted to set up a charitable remainder trust 

(CRT), but Hal did not want any Foundation money 
to go into the stock market. After three years, they 
were ready to give up on a CRT, but then they 
learned about SosteNica's CRT, in which they 
invested as part of Elizabeth's "perfect world", her 
new economy. 

Although Hal has retired fi-om the Foundation, he 
continues to be a guiding inspiration. He has 
always been a person who is FOR things, rather 
than against things. "It's exhausting to be fighting 
all the time. It's more fiin to be on the positive side 
of the equation." 
Elizabeth describes what SOSTENICA'S work as 

"eco-trailblazing for the economy, for individual 
lives, and for those seated in the bleachers 
cheering". She says that she is gratefiil for the 
healing and visionary spirit of SOSTENICA. 

Las Canadas, Mexico 
Recently, Alan hosted SosteNica's Nicaraguan staff 

at a week long training in biointensive agroecology 
and sustainabiUty in the cloud forest. 

Sos Productivo's Vernonn Berrios and 
Leysman Mendez, with Alan Wright, and 
Sustainablity Coordinator, Ricardo Cruz, 
begin digging in for the New Economy. 

Learning from the Earth 
In light of what we have learned fi-om our 

workshops at Las Canadas, what lessons can we 
bring back to the trainings and workshops we 
provide to our Sos Productivo clients in Nicaragua? 
There were many lessons, which we will be taking 
back to our clients, including the following: 

The History of Agriculture - We learned how 
much harm has been done to the natural world 
through ever more aggressive farming techniques. 
We commit to inspire our campesino partners to 
strive for greater food security using practices that 
improve, rather than damage, the ecosystem. 
Healthy soil leads to healthy plants, which lead to 
healthy food, which will lead to our own enhanced 
health. We need to try to teach this in every 
campesino workshop that we host. 

Please visit our Facebook page to see our marvelous program progress! 
SOSTENICA'S "SOS Productivo" Program stafî members, Vemonn and Eduardo, are making plans with each of 

our 25 participating families. Program Coordinator, Ric, and staff members, Leysman and Becky, are helping 
three of the families and the Norwalk/Nagarote SCP turn their farms into models, where we are hosting 
workshops for all the families in the Program. The buildings and garden at the Eco-center will also be hosting 
workshops. 
At the end of August, SOSTENICA'S Credit Program was serving 9,809 clients with $8,094,533 outstanding. 

Between January and August, CEPRODEL made 6,467 loans with a value of $4,271,777. 



Soil Conservation - While we have used and 
even taught the use of the A-level Device for 
tracing terraces along contour lines, the exercise 
taught us innovative ways of teaching the 
importance and strategies of soil conservation. 
Now our reforestation work will also be linked to 
soil conservation. 

Soil Fertility, Life of the Soil, and Recycling 
Nutirents - If biodiversity in the soil is as critical as 
biodiversity in the forests and in the oceans, then 
we must work with our clients to maximize 
effective use of resources (manure, chaff, and 
organic waste materials) to produce healthier soils. 
Biofermented fertilizers and compost piles are two 
technologies little utiUzed in Nicaragua but vital 
for enhancing soil vitality. 

Biointensive Agriculture - This was of greatest 
interest to me, because I had so many questions 
about its relevance in our context, but my 
questions were answered. I left determined to 
develop demonstration plots and model gardens as 
teaching oportunities for families to experience 
greater food security and better health. Thanks to 
SOSTENICA Board Member Rachel Lindsay, we 
are working with the Biointensive Center in 
Managua. The lessons we learned in Mexico 
inspire us to redouble our efforts to demonstrate 
and to promote this very useful method of growing 
fruits and vegetables. 

Vemonn Berrios, 
Sos Productivo Technical Coordinator 

Long Live the Soil! 
Most topsoil is alive and teaming with life! The 

healthier the soil, the more life will be found 
there. Long term, all agricultural production -
indeed our very lives - depends upon this truth. 
We should all be asking ourselves "what am I 
doing to care for and promote the life in the soil?" 
SOSTENICA is currently training twenty-five 
families to be agriculturally sustainable and will 
be expanding that to fifty in the coming year. 
Most of these families have little 

concept of what it means to be sustainable. Most 
have been raised as consumers, believing that what 
we need comes to us from outside our land, our 
town, our nation. They have little idea of the 
importance of enhancing life in the soil. That will 
be part of our new mission: to transmit a love of the 
invisible life beneath our feet. Imagine a workshop 
on soil biology, and what is required to feed that 
biology, including the home production of bio-
fertilizers and composts. This is basic stuff, but 
also radically different from the way agriculture has 
been, and continues to be promoted throughout 
most of Nicaragua. Chemical fertilizers "feed" the 
plants (a kind of junk food on steroids) even as they 
kill the life in the soil. It is going to take time to 
teach a different approach and even longer to repair 
the damage done by so many decades of chemical 
fertilizer practices. It will take time to fiilly 
integrate the biointensive method of agricultural 
production. Double digging beds, incorporating 
compost, companion planting, close planting - none 
of these concepts is part of the conventional 
wisdom in rural Nicaragua. But slow and steady 
wins the race. Another theme of great importance 
has to do with food forestry. Our Nicaraguan 
campesinos have "food forests" as part of their 
property. Unfortunately, most of them don't know 
where the food forests are. Few of our clients know 
the subtle interconnection between nitrogen fixers, 
dynzmiic accumulators, pollinating insect attractors, 
soil builders, and food producers. We need to 
tighten the links between science and custom. We 
can do this, and we will! 

Leysman Mendez, Sos Productivo Technical Team 

Learning how to compost at Las Canadas 

Requesting Green Communications from SOSTENICA 
Please visit the Investor Page of our website to request email communications rather than printed copies. 


